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Overview

• Understanding Internet Content

• Caribbean Content in Context : Realities of the 
Global Environment

• The Potential Before Us 

• Key Obstacles

• Framework for Collaborative Advance



Internet Content: Cultural Identity

The lack of local content is evident across all media 
and information channels. One needs to spend just 
a few minutes in front of a television or computer 
screen to notice the overwhelming presence of 
content coming from content providers in the 
developed countries, reflecting language, values
and lifestyles which are often vastly different from 
ǘƘƻǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ άŎƻƴǎǳƳƛƴƎέ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǘŜƴǘΦ

– Source: UNESCO



Understanding Internet Content

Developing 
Caribbean Content :

Why Is it Important?

• The content we are exposed to 
defines the character and 
shapes the mentality of our  
society

• Caribbean Content is a 
prerequisite for a Caribbean 
Identity

• Concrete initiatives and 
expertise in this area are scarce.



The Potential Before Us

òédonõt hate the media, become the 

mediaó



Possible Content Applications

The technology to
implements these exists
Today

The human resource
potential to invent and
innovate exists Today

• Government Services
• Caribbean Information Portal
• Regional Repository

– Scholarly Content Repository
– National Statistics Repository
– Regional Archives Repository
– Security and Border Control

• Disaster Preparedness & Response Systems
• Regional VoIP Based Network
• Extended Telcom Services
• Regional E-Commerce Infrastructure
• Streaming Media
• Regional Domain Management
• Island Profiles



Obstacles?

A Question of Paradigm not Technical 

Possibility

Men make history, and not the other way

around. In periods where there is no 

leadership, society stands stilléó



Obstacles

These obstacles are 
the real constraints

not financial,  
human resource and 
other physical 
resources

• Insularity rather than a 
Caribbean vision

• Lacking commitment and 
conviction

• Insecurity at the operational 
leadership level

• Lack of political will



Framework for Collaborative 

Advance

òProgress occurs when courageous, 

skillful leaders seize the opportunity to 

change things for the betteró



Priority Hierarchy



User Generated Content, Social 

Networking & Caribbean Integration

Josanne Leonard



User Generated Content, Social 

Networking & Caribbean Integration

Josanne Leonard

Media Speciallist

MIRIBAI, a leading Caribbean consultancy 

specialising in the Caribbean Music, Media, 

Sport, Entertainment and Creative Industries



Panel Discussion: 

Encouraging Regional Content Producers

Moderator 

Bernadette Lewis, Secretary General 

CTU

Josanne Loenard , Spencer Thomas, Selby 

Wilson, Bevil Wooding


